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Services recoups, beats Haryana
TN holds on despite a spirited fightback by Karnataka

FEDERATION CUP

A. JOSEPH ANTONY
BHIMAVARAM

Services set off to a sound
start, lost the plot along the
way but recouped to win 25
20, 20-25, 25-19, 15-25, 1510
over Haryana in a Federa-
tion Cup volleyball men's

group B match at the Cosmo-
politan Club court on
Thursday.

Fasil towered like a rock
as central blocker even
while southpaw Naveen Ku-
mar packed a punch in his
serves, squeezing out free
balls from across the net,
which the attackers pound-
ed with alacrity.

Sivarajan S.R. and Niyaz
Abdul Salam were underutil-
ised, as was Aman Kumar for
Haryana. The former duo
made its presence felt in the
concluding set though. Ser-
vices raised the bar even
when fielding virtually its se-
cond string.

After conceding two sets,
down 23-24 in the fourth and
teetering on the brink of de-
feat, Karnataka sprang back
27-25, forcing a decider on

Manu of Services spikes
during the match against
HETTEI“EL wSPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Tamil Nadu in their Group A
men’s match.

The former failed to make
the most of that return,
handing Tamil Nadu a 21-25,
27-25, 25-21, 25-27, 15-12 vic-
tory. Botched serves, Kamna-
taka's bugbear, came back to
haunt it as it gifted away
three points, a fifth of the to-
tal, in the concluding set.

Tamil Nadu's G.R. Vaish-
nav, with his pointed spiking
down the middle and Surya
Prakash, declared best
plaver of the match, kept the

scoreboard ticking. Libero
B. Midhun Kumar with his
acrobatic saves was equally
adept with his court

coverage.
In the day’s last fixture,

Indian Railways stopped As-
sociation of Indian Universi-
ties (AILD) in its tracks 25-20,
25-16, 26-24 in men's group
B. The lacunae of serves go-
ing long and wide plagued
the latter. They were made
up for to some extent by its
hitters deftly dodging the
Railway blockers. The stu-
dent side’s errors, however,
cost it the first set 20-25.
They wrested the lead
early in the second, through
captain T. Sathrivan, Gibin
Sebastian and M.A. Abhi-
lash. The railmen restored
parity at 19 and 20 and
wrapped up the set 26-24. In
the third, Railways was in
rampaging form.
The results:
Men: Group A: TN bt Kamataka
21-25, 2725, 25-21, 25-27 15-
12; Kerala bt TN 25-19, 25-20,
25-20. Group B: Services bt
Haryana 25-20, 20-25, 25-19,
15-25, 15-10; Railways bt AlU
25-20, 26-24, I5-16.
Women: Kerala bt TN 25-17, 25-
20, 25-20.
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« ' Bad start for AP men
and women’s teams

Bhimavaram: Andhra Pradesh men and women's teams lost
[ theiropening matchesin the Federation Cup Volleyball Cham-
¥  pionship, being played in Bhimavaram, Andhra Pradesh. Nine
wﬂ men’s and five women's teams are in the fray for the eight-day

meet, March 11 to 18, organised by the West Godavari District
Volleyball Association, under the aegis of the Volleyball Feder-
ation of India and the Andhra Pradesh Volleyball Association.

Wednesday'’s results (men):
Match 8: Punjab Bt Karnataka, 25-21, 25-19, 18-25, 21-25, 15-09.
Women : Match & IRY bt AP 25-12,25-6,25-T
Tuesday's results men : Match 6: Indian Univesities Bt Haryana,
25-21, 25-23, 25-19. Match 7: Services Bt Andhra Pradesh, 15-25,
28-26, 25-19, 25-23.
Women Match 4: Kerala Bt Maharashtra, 25-16, 25-09, 25-11.
Match 5: Tamil Nadu Bt Andhra Pradesh, 25-12, 25-16, 25-14.
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Punjab men down Karnataka

Times News Netwonx

Visalthapatnam: [Punjab  defested
Karnataka for their second win In
men's pool A league of the 3151 Fede-
ration Cup volleyball lournament al
(he Cosmopalitan Club in Bhimava-
ramon Wednesday evening,

Karnataka. who have upset Natio
nal champions Kerala in their first
mateh, came back from two sets down
toforee the mateh into thedecider but
lost lamely. Punjab who could not ma-
Ke: 1L Lo Lhe last [our in the Kozhikode
Nationals, won 25-21, 25-19, 18-25, 21-25,
15-9, They noed another win in the fo-
ur-temm pool o ensure their place in
t he knockout semifinals.

(On Tucsdav night, Serviees, win-
nersof Fedoration Cup last vear, dow-
ned hosts Andhra Pradesh 31 after lo-

sing the firstsetin poal 13 AP lost the
second setonextea points and lost the
next two after a good fight. This was
Services first win in two matches, al-
ter thev lost o Indian Universities in
their [irst mateh. Andhra, fourth last
year, were vel lo record a winafller pla-
ying three matches in the five-team
pol. Tn the women's round robin lea
gue, Tamil Nadu defeated Andhra
[radesh in straight sets tor their se-
cond win in the five-team contest,
Andhra, who (inished fourth in Fede
ralion Cuplast year, lostbolh Lhe mal-
rhes they played sofar

Results: Maovs Pool &° Punjal: bt Karmataka 2520 2519,
H-25, 21-25, 154

Tuesday results: Mer's poo! B Servicos b Andhra Prac
dis 15-25, 208-26, 75-18. 25- 13

Woanen's round robiin keague: Tami| Nacks bl Ancra Pro-
doh 25-12, 2516, 25-M
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Punjab surmounts Karnataka’s challenge

Railwavs has it casy against Andhra Pradesh in the women'’s section

FED CUP

L, JOSEPH ANTONY
JAVARAM

Punjab prevatled over Kar-
nataka 25-21, 25-19, 18-25, 21-
25, 15-9 in their men’s Group
A match of the Federation
Cup volleyball tournament
here on Wednesday evening.

Spilt services sapped Kar-
nataka's campaign especially
in the first two sets. In con-
trast Punjab’s Hardeep Singh
unleashed an ace that
bounced off the rival turf
untouched.

The northern side was
better with receiving too, of-
ten opportunistic to prop
the ball over into vacant
spaces on the opponent’s
half. More importantly, the it
manoeuvred the early inter-
ception to huge advantage
when its boosters set up

splendid spiking
possibilities.
Karnataka reaped the divi-

e COSCO *

h..‘. 5 = -..."

8

kb

e S

=

Bang! Karnataka's Ashwal Rai smashes past Punjab blockers
Ranjit Singh and Rajvir Singh in their Group A match on

Wednesday. ssPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

dends in the third when it
followed suit, Sujith Kumar’s
cross court smashing from
front left supplementing
Anup D'Costa’s hits from the
right. The latter’s retrieval of
the ball zipping beyond the
scorer’s table to set up a
scoring chance verged on

the spectacular. The strap-
ping all-rounder was ad-
judged best player of the
contest.

The southern squad was
mostly at the receiving end
in the fourth too, leading in
spurts but never quite domi-
nant. Even on those few oc-

e, 2w

casions it couldn’t quite
shake off its frailty with the
serve. Amidst the slip-ups,
Karnataka captain A. Kar-
thik's jump and top-spin
serves stood out.

Despite being down by
two sets, Karnataka clawed
its way back to stretch the
contest into the decider.

The scores: Men: Group A:
Punjab bt Karnataka 25-21, 25~
19, 18-25, 21-25, 15-9. Women:
Indian Railways bt AP 25-12,
25-6, 25-7.

AR M,
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AU lads march on merrily

g

Despite a few lapses, subdue Haryana's hardened pros

FED CUP

A. JOSEPH ANTONY
BHIMAVARAM

There was no stopping the
march of youth. Haryana
learnt it the hard way, de-
feated in straight sets by an
exuberant Association of In-
dian  Universities  (AIU)
squad 25-21, 25-23, 25-19 in
their men’s Group B match

of the Federation Cup volley-

ball tournament here on
Tuesday evening,

There were rough edges
to the student side, some
serves crashing into the net
or going long.

Undeterred, the young-
sters bashed on, their force-
ful frontline and resilient
backline reducing Haryana's
hardened pros to submis-
sion at first and subsequent-
ly defeat,

Diagonal spiking by Mujib
and captain T. Sathriyan
made it hard for Haryana to
dig up the hits.

So was AIU’s multiple
block up for almost any chal-
lenge, giving the youngsters
much more than an edge in

Moment to remember: AlU skipper T. Sathriyan receives the
Player-of-the-Match award from Dronacharya A. Ramana
Rao. G.E. Sridharan is at extreme left. «speciAL ARRANGEMENT

the jousts.

In the first two games, the
AIU lads were behind but
that didn’t weaken belief in
their abilities and the team
worked its way around the
odds to move to the fore on
the vital last five points,

It was there that the wiry
lads, with their lean and
mean game, showed maturi-
ty beyond their years.

Timely substitutions en-
sured freshness in AIU’s
campaign.

In contrast Haryana’s ap-
proach appeared jaded, if
not exhausted, evident from

THE HINDU

the last game’s score in
which the northern side
really ran out of steam. Sath-
riyan was duly adjudged
best Player-of-the-Match, fet-
ed by no less than Drona-
charya duo A. Ramana Rao

and G.E. Sridharan, both of -

them also Arjuna Awardees.

The scores: Men: Group B: As-
sociation of Indian Universities
bt Haryana 25-21, 25-23, 25-19;
Indian Railways bt Andhra Pra-
desh 25-14, 25-22, 25-18.

Women: Kerala bt Maharashtra
25-16, 25-9, 25-11. Monday:
Railways bt Maharashtra 25-16,
25-11, 25-15.

|



Universities continue
their winning spree

Tinses News NeTwORkK

Visakhapatnam: All India
Universities, who shocked
holders Services in their ope-
ning match, accounted for Ha-
ryana instraight sets in a pool
Amatchof the 31st Federation
Cup wvolleyball champions-

VOLLEYBALL

hips at the Cosmopolitan
Club, Bhimavaram on Tues-
dav. The universities team,
which won a five-set thriller
against Services, who were
third in the recently held Na-
tional championships, had a
rather easy match against Ha-
rvana as they won 25-21,25-23,
29-19.

In the five-team women's
league, Kerala, runners-up
last year and also in the Na-
tionals, defeated Maharash-
tra in straight sets for their
second win. This was Maha-

rashstra’s third loss. Tamil

Nadu and Railways haveone

win so far in the tourna-

ment. The organisers felici- §
tated Droncharva and Arju-
naawards winner A Ramana

Rao on Monday night. |
Results: Men (Pool A): All India Universi-

ties bt Haryana 25-21.25-2325-19. We- |
men's round-rebin: Kerala bt Maharash-

tra 25-1625925-1L. Monday's: Men
(Paed A): Punjab bt Tamil Madu 25-20,22-
25,24-26.25-18.15-5. Poel B: Indian Rail-
ways bt Andhra Pradesh 24-14,25-22,25-
18 Women: |ndian Raibways bt Maharash- .
tra 25-16,25-11.25-15. |
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Karnataka edges past Kerala

Former plays it safe and ho

A.]JOSEPH ANTONY
BHIMAVARAM

Karnataka stunned reigning
senior National men’s cham-
pion Kerala 23-25, 26-24, 25-
22, 17-25, 15-11 in their Group
A match of the Federation
Cup volleyball tournament
at the Cosmopolitan Club on
Monday evening.

Late on Sunday night, As-
sociation of Indian Universi-
ties (AIU) shocked title hol-
der Services 29-27, 25-13,
17-25, 27-25.

Karnataka ran Kerala
close in the opening set 23-
25
In the second, Karnataka
did itself no favours with
four service errors about
halfway through the game.

Such slackness saw Kerala
catch up at 20. Level again at
24, Karnataka inched ahead
to wrap up the set 26-24.

The slip-ups in service
persisted for Karnataka in
game three too, this factor
alone weakening its cause.

The overpass, sparingly
used by Kerala, was em-
ployed by Karnataka too and
to good effect, especially to
close out the third 25-22.

Karnataka’s  weakness

Forsl R
Sy

< J

High intensity: Best player of the match C. Ajithlal of Kerala

Ids its nerve in the decider

fa ] -

unleashes a jump serve against Karnataka. =

with the opening missive
saw it concede a 12-point
lead in the fourth, Kerala’s
relatively error-free game
gaining from points gifted
away by its opponent.

Not surprisingly, Karnata-

" ka dropped the penultimate

game by slamming a serve
into the net.

Karnataka cleaned up its
act in the decider, playing it
safe through floaters, held

e b

L e
e Aty
L L

its nerve on the crucial
points and prevailed 15-11.

Best player of the match
C. Ajithlal and Shon T. John
xcelled for Kerala, while
Anup D’Costa shone for
Karnataka.

The scores:

Men: Group A: Karnataka bt
Kerala 23-25, 26-24, 25-22, 17-
25, 15-11. Group B: AlU bt Ser-
vices 29-27, 25-13, 17-25, 27-
25.
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TOP GRADE VOLLEYBALL AT BHIMAVARAM
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Andhra Pradesh Food and Civil Supplies Minister Prathipati Pullarao releasing balloons to mark the inauguration of the 3ist Federation Cup Vollevball
Championship-2018 at The Cosmopolitan Club courts in Bhimavaram on Sunday. The premicr day and night event has attracted the participation of the
[finest of men and women spikers from across the country. Also seen are Gokaraju Ganga Raju, ME Pulaparthi Ramanjaneyulu, MLA,

Mantena Venkata Sa __,,,_EE%.:.#_EE Haju, MLC IV Subba Raju chief organiser and members from The Cosmaopolitan Club Photo: Hans
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Haryana has the
measure of AP

FED CUP VOLLEYBALL

A. JOSEPH ANTONY
BHIMAVARAM

Andhra Pradesh flattered to
deceive, started out strongly
but then caved in to Harya-
na 25-21, 25-19, 25-21 in their
men’s Group B match of the
Federation Cup volleyball
tournament at the flood-lit
Cosmopolitan Club court
here on Sunday.

The home side advanced
through assists and block as-
sists in the opening set.
Punching holes in the Ha-
ryana half at regular inter-
vals, it was always ahead,
even if it was at times by a

solitary point. Its multiple’

block warded off threats
time and again.

The visiting side drew le-
vel at 18 and thereon turned
the tables on the host. It was
Haryana that held back its
punches, preferring place-
ments instead to attacking
hits. By the business end of
the set, the northern team
had well and truly moved in-
to overdrive.

AP's game gradually be-

R

gan to fall apart. Against the
aces that Haryana let fly, the
local squad served mostly
floaters that lacked sting
and even went wayward,
just like some of its spiking.
Jump serves from the wiry
Haryana hitters packed
enough power to unnerve
the opponents.

Presently the tourists got
into the groove. Its attack re-
volved mostly around two
Shubhams - Choudhary
and Sayani. In tandem with
Aman Kumar, they either
unleashed their smashes
from the front court or ap-
proached the net to pounce
on the free balls that AP fed
them with.

The errors piled up for
the host as it spilt serves and
the anticipation they had in-
itially shown in the blocks
was no more to be seen. To
add to its woes, Shubham
Choudhary began pounding
the ball from a resilient back
line attack. It came as no
surprise then that he was
adjudged best player of the
match.

The result: Men: Group B: Ha-
ryana bt AP 25-21, 25-19, 25-21,
' prr—
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Throwball silver
for Telangana

Hyderabad: It was silver tinish for
both Telangana State men and women
in the 13th South Zone National
Throwball Championship conducted at
Maddur, Bangalore. Results: Final:
Boys: Karnataka bt Telangana 25-21,
25-23; Girls: Karnataka bt Telangana
25-20, 25-22.

Fed Cup volleyball
at Bhimavaram

Bhimavaram: It goes without saying
that “The Cosmopolitan Club” at Bhi-
mavaram Is the most happening venue

tor several disciplines. Having eamed
plaudits for their organisational acumen
while conducting national championship,
Cosmo Sports Trust has landed up with
an envious volleyball tournament. Ac-
cording to T Krishna Babu, Secretary of
the Club, they have been allotted the 31st
Federation Cup Volleyball Champi-
onship tor Men & Women. To be held
from March 11 to 18, the quarterfinalists
in the 66th Senior National (men) Vol-

leyball Championship at Kerala while
the ninth team in the draw will be the

HANSZ?INDIA -

e, 23 January Z@18
aper. thehansindia. com//c/2563629:

champion All India University team. The
women contestants will be the semifinal-
1sts in the 66th senior National Volleyball
Championship.

TGV-BABL to touch
Vijayawada today

Vijayawada: Amaravathi Acers and
Guntur Club Pioneers will open the *B°
Pool Season 11 campaign of TGV
Bharath Andhra Badminton League at
Vijayawada Club, Tadepally, at 6pm
here on Tuesday. The other franchise in
the Pool 1s LKS A Prakasam Bulls. The
latter’s showdown with Amaravathi
Acers will be held a day later in On-
gole. According to Punnaiah Choudary
K CH, Secretary (E), BAI, the response
to the Pool * A’ matches in Visakhapat-
nam and Vizianagram was overwhelm-
ing, both in terms of quality
competition and spectator turnout.
Meanwhile, the League semifinals will
be held at AC Subbareddy Indoor Sta-
dium in Nellore on Friday while the fi-
nals will be at Kumool on Sunday.
Being conducted at an estimated cost of
Rs one crore, the event carries prize-
money of Rs ten lakh. Choudary said

that TGV family of Kumool headed by
TGV Bharath s the title sponsor.

B



Fed Cup volleyball at
Bhimavaram from today

Our BUREAU

Bhimavaram: The volleyball
courts at The Cosmopolitan Club

here have been spruced up for

the mega event that gets under-
way on Sunday.

Ranking foremost in domestic
importance, and an event that is
looked forward to by men and
women spikers, the stage is all set
for the commencement of the
Federation Cup Volleyball

Championship for men and

women. To be held till March 18,
the event is being hosted by the
West Godavari District Volleyhball
Association, under the auspices
of Volleyball Federation of India
and Andhra Pradesh Volleyball
Association,

Nine men and five women

o o
i " - g

o Wy P

teams, including host State
Andhra Pradesh, will vie for ho-
nours in the coveted tourna-
ment, according to the Organis-
ing Committee members,

Given the importance of the
championship, matches will be
held under floodlights till 11pm.

Participating teams: Men-
Group ‘A”; Kerala, Tamil Nadu,
. Punjab and Kamataka; Group ‘B";

! . Railways, Services, Harvana, In-
dian U City, Andhra Pradesh;
Women: Railways, Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, Maharashtra, Andhra

e Pradesh.
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Kerala men will look
tg reassert supremacy

A. JOSEPH ANTONY
BHIMAVARAM

Rising temperatures are unlikely to deter
die-hard sports fans of Cosmopolitan Club,
Bhimavaram, when it hosts the Federation
Cup volleyball championships for men and
women from March 11 to 18.

Nine men’s and five women’s teams will
be in the fray for the eight-day meet organ-
ised by the West Godavari District Volley-
ball Association under the aegis of the Vol-
leyball Federation of India (VFI) and the
Andhra Pradesh Volleyball Association (AP-
VA).

The tournament will be played on a
round-robin format, the top four teams

qualifying for the knockout semifinals.
The teams:

Men: Kerala, Indian Railways, Services, Tamil

Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Punjab, Karnataka Ha-
ryana, Indian Universities. |

Women: Indian Railways, Maharéshtra Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh.




Volleyball tourney
BHIMAVARAM: Bhimavaram’s
Cosmopolitan Club will
host the 31st Federation
Cup volleyball
championship for men and
women from March 11 to 18.
The event is organised by
Cosmo Sports Trust with
the support of Andhra
Pradesh Volleyball
Association & West
- Godavari Volleyball

- Association.
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